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SCUBA DIVING  

Arguably The Best Scuba Diving 
Destination in the Seychelles

EXPLORE THIS UNTOUCHED & REMOTE  

UNDERWATER WONDERLAND

The sheer drop-offs, rich currents and abundant sea life that 
surround the Alphonse Group of Atolls make it one of the most 
exciting and diverse dive destinations in the Seychelles. The 
pristine sites around both Alphonse and St Francois are famous 
not only for its warm water and great visibility, but also its 
unbleached corals and a diverse range of fish species comprising 
reef, pelagic and shark species.

The 34 Alphonse dive sites are suitable for all categories of 
divers, which makes diving at Alphonse an exciting experience 
for both beginners as well as advanced divers who can enjoy the 
various drift dives on offer. The sites are easily accessible and vary 
between five and thirty minutes from the dive boat-mooring site.

Several diving sites are located in the lagoon, and around all three 
atolls along the wall between the beach and the outer reef, which 
are suitable for first time divers to be amazed at the underwater 
wonders in a safe and enjoyable environment. This provides an 
ideal place to undertake a complete diving course accompanied 
by our experienced PADI instructors. 

For the more experienced divers we can offer a variety of extra 
courses to add to your list.  

DIVING CENTRE HOURS:  07H00 – 18H00

USEFUL TIPS  
BEFORE TRAVELLING

• Purchase coral-friendly sunscreen for your trip that  
 does not contain benzophenone-2 which smothers  
 coral, blocks sunlight and increases the risk of disease.  
 Alternatively, you can wear protective clothing to  
 mitigate the need for sunscreen.

•  Diving gloves are not permitted and reef sticks are not  
 recommended.

•  Possession or use of spear guns and other underwater  
 fishing gear is not allowed.

• Possession or use of chemicals (natural or synthetic)  
 or explosives used for fishing, including for the pur- 
 pose of stunning, is not allowed except for qualified  
 marine scientists taking samples for legitimate  
 research purposes.

Please encourage other guests, friends and family 
to follow these good practices when diving in other 
destinations.

±15-20min  
boat trip

±40-45min  
boat trip
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DIVING CODE OF CONDUCT  

Exploring and preserving the environment for generations to come.
Diving is a wonderful way for you to see the Seychelles’ underwater world, where you will be one of the lucky 

few that see first-hand the variety and spectacular numbers of fish and stunning areas covered in live coral. 

Whilst diving is non-extractive and unobtrusive in nature, it is still possible for visitors to damage the reef. In 

particular, due respect should be paid to all living organisms (including coral) and they should not be interfered 

with.  The following guidelines explain how you can ensure that you do not badly impact reefs.

MARINE HABITATS 
Coral reef and reef or seagrass covered flats are very 
sensitive environments. They are also important for 
protecting juvenile fish and small invertebrates and 
contribute as carbon sinks. Coral reefs are impacted by 
many global pressures such as sea level rise, temperature 
fluctuations, pollution, effects from overfishing and ocean 
acidification. Coral is also slow growing and is susceptible 
to disease when its surface tissue is removed. We can 
prevent contributing any further stresses by doing the 
following things

• Never stand on live coral when walking across  
 flats to dive sites.

• Avoid deep sea grass beds when walking across  
 flats to dive sites.

• Stay horizontal in the water to avoid kicking coral  
 or any other living organism.

• Do not enter overhead environments where fragile  
 organisms lie above you.

• Avoid dragging items across the seabed by ensuring  
 that all detachable equipment such as snorkels,  
 cameras and slates have appropriate fasteners.

• Keep close to the seabed when diving in strong currents  
 in order to keep out of the flow but carefully control  
 your buoyancy so that you do not crash into the seabed.

• Never hold onto coral to maintain your position – if you  
 lose control and desperately feel the need to hold onto  
 something, choose bare substrate with no coral,  
 anemone, hydroid, tube worm or other living organism  
 on it; algae covered rock is ok but beware of camouflaged  
 species by waving your hand to create gentle water  
 movement before touching the rock.

MARINE ANIMALS 
Remember when you are diving that you are entering 
a very different habitat to our own. One where animals 
see, hear and sense everything differently in ways that 
we may not comprehend. Good dive practice tells us to 
be calm and slow in the water. Our physiology was not 
created for life underwater and our ungainly presence can 
startle marine life. It is important and safer therefore to 
remain as unobtrusive as possible.

• Do not handle marine life.

• Never feed marine organisms.

• Remain quiet without making loud noises such  
 as with a shaker or tank banger.

• Avoid sudden movements by swimming in a  
 relaxed calm manner.

• Swim around turtles and not over the top which  
 obstructs their surfacing to breathe.

• Remain calm and still when animals approach you –  
 aggressive animals may be deterred if you stay close to 
 the reef, point fins in their direction, outstretch arms  
 and legs to increase your size or blow bubbles from  
 your alternate air source.

Please be particularly aware of yourself and the rules laid out in this code-of-conduct when taking photographs; having 
a camera and desiring a good shot is not an excuse for damaging marine life.

We hope you enjoy your Seychelles experience and thank you for taking your time to read these 
recommendations. Following these will help you to preserve the natural world surrounding us and allow 
it to be appreciated for generations to come.

RESPECT OUR...



DIVE SITE:  HOUSE REEF 

LOCATION:  Alphonse Lagoon (in front of Dive Centre) – accessible from the shore 

DEPTH:  0 – 6 m

LEVEL: Beginner 

DESCRIPTION:  Mini wall-like reef with many cuts and a sandy bottom. Massive orange and blue boulder coral build the 
main wall with smaller branching and plate corals below. Vivid pink mushroom coral are found in the 
shallows where many resident reef fish reside including: various brightly coloured butterflyfish, snapper and 
damselfish. Schools of surgeonfish and sometimes bluefin trevally patrol the outer wall and you may be 
surprised with a visit from huge giant trevally. Several large grouper make coral caves their home. Shrimp-
goby and pipefish litter the sandy bottom. Visibility is affected by tidal movements so check with the dive 
team about when to go.

SPECIAL FEATURE:  The up close and personal feel from the prying giant trevally! Do not be alarmed if they come within arm’s 
reach of you – they are just as curious as you are!

DIVE SITE:  ARCADE
LOCATION:  25 minutes by boat – northeast of Alphonse

LEVEL:  All

DEPTH:   16 – 40 m

DESCRIPTION:  Sloping bottom topography covered in hard coral which continues to a vertical wall dropping down from 
16 metres. Exploration on the plateau will likely bring you face-to-face with hawksbill and green sea turtles 
as well as tasselled scorpionfish camoflauged within the reef. The “Arcade” itself is U-shaped and consists 
of holes and overhangs within massive corals where schools of bluelined snapper, yellowspot emperor and 
several giant sweetlips seek shelter from the gentle current. Hanging above the drop off schools of bigeye 
trevally, pickhandle and blackfin barracuda commonly surround divers. Along the drop-off and into the blue 
various shark, napoleon wrasse, bumphead parrotfish and unicornfish can be seen.

SPECIAL FEATURE:  ‘Arcade Bowl’ is the main feature of this site as it is the perfect spot for large schools of bluelined snapper 
and humpback snapper to congregate around – we promise you can spend hours just swimming through all 
the schools!

HOUSE REEF

ARCADE
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DIVE SITE:  ABYSS
LOCATION:  25 minutes by boat – northeast of Alphonse

DEPTH:  16 – 4 0m 

LEVEL:  Advanced, best with deep speciality

DESCRIPTION:  A wall dive that is great for deep divers. An initial drop-off step down from 16 m to a secondary slight 
step-off with a sandy bottom over 40 m deep. A big coral outcrop at 30 m extends from the wall out across 
the second narrow shelf allowing divers to hang directly over extremely deep water and look out for open 
ocean fish such as dogtooth tuna and a variety of sharks. Many overhangs with pink sea fan and black coral 
stretch continuously along the wall itself. There are possibilities of viewing schools of humpback snapper 
and emperor, inquisitive orbicular batfish and oriental sweetlips. 

SPECIAL FEATURE:  A large chunk of the wall that looks like it has separated from the drop off creating a passageway for divers 
to swim through and of course and the thousands of bigeye barracuda that are commonly found waiting 
to circle divers on top of the wall.

DIVE SITE:  EAGLE NEST & HOTEL
LOCATION:  25 minutes by boat – east of Alphonse

DEPTH:  10 – 30 m+

LEVEL:  All

DESCRIPTION:  Long stretching plateau from a depth of 10 to 14 metres with a great variety of hard coral formations. Deep 
in the crevices you may find sleeping tawny nurse shark and large netfin grouper that make this their home 
or giant moray swimming around. Hordes of bluestreak fusilier linger above the coral structures encircling 
divers. Reef fish such as humpback snapper, orcibular batfish, oriental and giant sweetlips, black and bohar 
snapper among many other accompany divers for long shallow dives. You may also drop off the side of the 
plateau along the sea fan covered wall where you can search for nudibranch, flatworm and various shrimp 
and keep a look out for giant trevally, dogtooth tuna and napoleon wrasse off the wall. As per the site name, 
this is a top place to find spotted eagle ray cruising the drop-off or even groups moving in large parades in 
the blue.

SPECIAL FEATURE:  A large coral head acting as a meeting point for hundreds of curious orbicular batfish – do not be surprised 
if you turn around to find these guys right on the tips of your fins.

DIVE SITE:  BOILER
LOCATION:  20 minutes by boat – east of Alphonse

DEPTH:  10 – 30 m+

LEVEL:  Advanced, best with enriched air

DESCRIPTION:  Descend from 10 m down a vertical drop off with numerous crevices and overhangs to explore. Soft corals 
are highly abundant with big pink, orange and white sea fan, black and whip coral protruding from the 
wall. You may get lost searching for associated macrolife such as gobies, shrimp and longnose hawkfish in 
these coral forests. Resting turtle and tawny nurse shark may surprise you as you peer into the caves. Other 
sharks can be seen in the open blue such as grey reef and bull. The topography changes either side of the 
wall with increasing hard coral cover on a gentle slope. Here an incredible amount of giant and blackcheek 
moray eel can be found in almost every hole as well as cleaner shrimp, nudibranch and juvenile emperor 
angelfish.

SPECIAL FEATURE:  Forests of large gorgonian sea fans covering every inch of the wall!

ABYSS EAGLE NEST & HOTEL BOILER
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DIVE SITE:  PINNACLES 

LOCATION:  15 minutes by boat – southeast of Alphonse

DEPTH:  7 – 40 m

LEVEL:  Advanced, best with enriched air

DESCRIPTION:   The Pinnacles are three big coral formations at a depth of 25 metres going up to 15 metres, sticking out 
from the slope. A deep plateau at 40 m drops again and offers a perfect place to hang above and look 
out into the blue for dogtooth tuna, potato grouper as well as silvertip, bull and grey reef shark. Huge 
gorgonian sea fans cover many overhangs at this depth and cover the pinnacle structures amongst which 
dense schools of fusilier reside. The structures provide refuge from strong currents for schooling bluelined, 
bohar, black and humpback snapper as well as nurse and whitetip reef shark. Tasselled scorpionfish, lionfish, 
nudibranch and oriental sweetlips are some of the smaller surprises enjoyed here. Currents often switch 
at this site allowing divers to move steadily to shallow water. Here a mini wall from seven to 10 metres 
cracked with deep crevices allows you to extend the dive and enjoy the colourful life of branching corals, 
reef fish and the occasional stingray.

SPECIAL FEATURE: When the time of day and the tides are right you have a good chance of seeing sharks and rays by simply 
waiting at the second drop-off. If none show up then the spectacular scenery of the pinnacles and a great 
abundance of life both large and small are worth the visit themselves.

DIVE SITE:  GALAWA
LOCATION:  20 minutes by boat – northwest of Alphonse

DEPTH:  12 – 30 m+

LEVEL:  All 

DESCRIPTION:   The plateau starts in very shallow water with crags and crevices covering spurs of coral and within a short 
distance you are at the sloping drop off. Dogtooth tuna and potato grouper often hang out off the wall at 
the beginning of the dive with potential for seeing sharks that come close to investigate from the open 
ocean. The wall, covered in encrusting coral and purple sea fans extends towards a bowl carved into the 
reef and creates a shallow overhang at 12 m. Lobster and moray eels inhabit underneath. Schools of fish 
collect together sheltering from the current in this bowl and therefore divers can linger and explore. Here 
you can expect to see giant sweetlips, napoleon wrasse and deep-water netfin grouper. It is also common 
to see schools of bluefin and giant trevally and longnose emperor feeding here. A large school of bluelined 
snapper group together on the outer shoulder of the bowl.  Atop the plateau, resting turtles, lionfish, several 
anemonefish and various nudibranch can be spotted by the keen eye amongst the colourful coral colonies.

SPECIAL FEATURE:  Pelagic fish patrolling in the blue, very nice scenery with plenty of spectacular coral reef life.

PINNACLES GALAWA
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DIVE SITE:  TURTLE PARADE 
LOCATION:  15 minutes by boat – northwest of Alphonse

DEPTH:  12 – 30 m+

LEVEL:  All

DESCRIPTION:   Home to a lively cleaning station for both hawksbill and green sea turtle, this tremendous dive site gives 
you the opportunity to spot over 20 turtles in one dive – the perfect site for all the turtle lovers out there.  
There are many large fish-covered coral boulders on the plateau as well as a wall going down to 30 metres 
with several holes around 15 metres. Expect to be swimming through crystal clear bluewater as you watch 
schools of bluefin trevally followed by a few longnose emporer and napoleon wrasse hunting for food.

SPECIAL FEATURE:  Without a doubt, the turtle cleaning station!

DIVE SITE:  WONDERLAND
LOCATION:  15 minutes by boat – west of Alphonse

DEPTH:  5 – 15 m on the plateau   30 m+ on the slope

LEVEL:  All

DESCRIPTION:   Tall spur and groove formations extend across the plateau to the drop off at 15 m. The 2-3 m high spurs 
are surrounded by shoals of anthia and have many moray eel, shrimp and nudibranch within coral holes.  
Within the grooves, schools of humpback snapper, bigeye bream, titan triggerfish and green and hawksbill 
turtles shelter from currents. Massive coral heads on the upper plateau lend home to schools of bohar 
snapper and lowfin chub with Seychelles anemonefish around their base. Closer to the drop-off large 
coral head formations extend out from the reef and provide shelter to sleeping tawny nurse shark. Small 
overhangs along the reef’s smoothed drop-off are the perfect hiding place for painted spiny lobster and 
tasselled scorpionfish. The open blue invites some large bluefin and giant trevally closer to the reef and 
eagle ray glide on by.

SPECIAL FEATURE:  Excellent spot for macro photography and ideal for beginners, rarely much current.

WONDERLAND

TURTLE PARADE
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DIVE SITE:  EAST SIDE WALL
LOCATION:  Five minutes by boat – east of Alphonse Channel

DEPTH:  6 – 16 m

LEVEL:  All

DESCRIPTION:  A mini wall with lots of overhangs of colourful soft corals extends east from a cleaning station for napoleon 
wrasse and bohar snapper at 12 m. Directly at the mouth garden eel and stringray sit in the sand below. 
Prepare yourself to see overhangs with beautifully coloured coral roofing and that shelter giant sweetlips 
and camouflage grouper. Incredible macrolife resides at the base of the wall including various nudibranch, 
spotted porcelain crab and the Seychelles anemonefish. Potato cod and bigeye trevally linger at around 14 
m and can often come very close by. Towards the east you will see schooling bluelined snapper and vampire 
triggerfish as the wall flattens out.

SPECIAL FEATURE:  This is a shallow but exciting dive that can have some drift and has often had surprise sharks that venture 
in from the deep adjacent Canal Lanmor!

DIVE SITE:  WEST SIDE WALL
LOCATION:  10 minutes by boat – west of Alphonse Channel

DEPTH:  6 – 16 m

LEVEL:  All

DESCRIPTION:  A mini wall with lots of overhangs that create substantial space for sleeping tawny nurse shark and docile 
giant sweetlips. Painted spiny lobster and giant and blackcheek moray eel also shelter here. This site is one 
of the best for macrolife with spotted porcelain crab, squat and cleaner shrimp, various nudibranch and 
flatworm, octopus and leaf scorpionfish. During the dive you may stray into the territory of several potato 
grouper that are inquisitive and harmless. Orbicular batfish, bluefin trevally and oriental sweetlips are 
common along this mini-wall.

SPECIAL FEATURE:  This is an easy and relaxing dive site suitable for beginners who want to enjoy a wide variety of marine life, 
particularly macro.

EAST SIDE WALL

WEST SIDE WALL
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DIVE SITE:  SOUTH CAVE
LOCATION:  10 minutes by boat – south of Alphonse

DEPTH:  6 – 25 m

LEVEL:  Advanced

DESCRIPTION:  South Cave is a huge overhang below a shallow wall that sits on the southern most extreme of Alphonse 
Atoll. Surrounding the cave a sandy and gentle slope is covered in tubastrea coral colonies and continues to 
great depth where there are outstanding crops of gorgonian sea fan. The cave is an oasis for reef life and a 
shelter for big angelfish, turtles, grouper and shark. Although, we start or end the dive in a sandy area with 
isolated coral heads, where you can find peacock mantis shrimp, nudibranch and schools of snapper, fusilier, 
emperor and big napoleon wrasse, it is the beautiful pink, orange and white sea fan and lace coral that make 
you want to linger longer and longer.

SPECIAL FEATURE:  This is an advanced dive site on the southern side of Alphonse and can have strong currents; therefore it 
can only be dived in good weather conditions.

DIVE SITE:  NAPOLEON
LOCATION:  15 minutes by boat – north-west of Bijoutier

DEPTH:  16 – 30 m

LEVEL:  Advanced, best with enriched air.

DESCRIPTION:  An open water raised reef with large formations and many deep crevices to shelter tawny nurse shark and 
octopus. The reef is covered with beautifully scenic sea fans on the top and schools of bluelined snapper, 
humpback unicornfish and yellowdot emperor dwell in the bowls and cuts created by the coral contours. 
Nudibranch and flatworm sit at the top of the coral heads to feed in the prevailing currents. The reef slopes 
down to a field of tubastrea corals and drops suddenly to great depths. This is where sharks hang out such 
as hammerhead, whitetip reef and silvertip. Large napoleon wrasse, giant sweetlips, large schools of batfish 
and even bumphead parrotfish also use this drop-off. Schools of fusilier often swarm overhead and you may 
see dogtooth tuna or bluefin trevally feeding. Currents can be strong in which case a bluewater drift and 
slow ascent maximize chances of seeing big fish.

SPECIAL FEATURE:  Another top spot around Alphonse – only for experienced divers due to depths and unpredictable currents. 
Sometimes currents are very strong, so a negative entry makes sure you do not miss this incredible spot.

SOUTH CAVE NAPOLEON
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SITE:  SECRET REEF
LOCATION:  15 minutes by boat – northeast of Bijoutier

DEPTH:  15 – 25 m+

LEVEL:  All

DESCRIPTION:  A long stretch of open water raised reef that runs along the northeast of Bijoutier Island. Towards the south 
the coral ridge breaks up into separate mountainous structures with sandy canyons in-between. Tabulate 
corals indicate the extremities of these structures where you will also find schooling bohar snapper and 
napoleon wrasse. Towards the north the ridge continues as a gentle slope covered with pink sea fans and 
schooling fish such as snapper, emperor, jack and barracuda. A mini-wall develops towards the north 
with attractive coral formations which provide shelter to a host of giant and blackcheek moray eel and 
nudibranch. Some of the rarer grouper such as blacksaddle coral and netfin grouper can be seen on the 
wall. Large schools of orbicular batfish and several species of fusilier tend to patrol the drop-off and often 
encompass divers. 

SPECIAL FEATURE:  A site where the reef begins at 16 metres and is affected strongly by current. Therefore it is only suitable 
for advanced divers. Expect truly impressive scenery and an amazing amount of life.

SITE:  SWISS GARDEN
LOCATION:  35 minutes by boat – south of St Francois

DEPTH:  12 – 20 m

LEVEL:  Advanced

DESCRIPTION:  The farthest dive site at the southern reaches of St Francois Atoll. A well-known historic fishing ground to 
locally experienced individuals with many reports of thriving populations of big pelagics, yet this is a site 
rarely dived. This is one for the explorers out there since you never know what you might see. The bottom 
is a flat, steady, sloping reef comprised of mainly hard coral. Explosions of marine life cover the coral ridges 
and bommies that sporadically interrupt the flat seabed. Giant trevally, dogtooth tuna, tawny nurse shark, 
bull shark, schooling milkfish, reef manta ray, huge green sea turtle and pink whipray are amongst the treats 
of the few dives ever taken at Swiss Garden.

SPECIAL FEATURE:  This site is visited as per request by those wishing to explore waters that few have ever been diving in 
before. So far only Swiss guests have ventured there.

SECRET REEF

SWISS GARDEN
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SITE:  THEATRE
LOCATION:  15 minutes by boat – south of Bijoutier

DEPTH:  9 – 40 m+

LEVEL:  All

DESCRIPTION:  A crescent-shaped raised reef with a prominent nnthia-covered ridge at nine metres along the southern 
facing wall which drops vertically to depths greater than 40 m. The ridge acts as a guide to Ampitheatre and 
into the lagoon for passing species such as reef manta ray, bumphead parrotfish, hammerhead shark and 
milkfish. The wall itself is covered in purple sea fans with overhangs and undercuts that entice exploration. 
Golden, bluefin and giant trevally as well as black jack cruise the wall face, sometimes coming very close. 
At the bottom of the wall in deep water, bohar and black snapper and netfin grouper coalesce into large 
groups. Another feature of the site is a deep water promontory that is covered in encrusting coral and which 
extends and alluringly drops again to depths beyond the realms of recreational diving – a great spot to stop 
and wonder. 

SPECIAL FEATURE:  The magical and mysterious scenery of Theatre’s Wall make it a favourite. The site also lies over the lagoon 
entry and exit point allowing for the most unpredictable sightings of large fish. 

SITE:  RAT RAYS
LOCATION:  25 minutes by boat – southwest of St Francois

DEPTH:  8 – 25 m

LEVEL:  All

DESCRIPTION:  Rat Rays is the name given to the channel entrance to St Francois Island. This site is situated within the 
main tidal flow into and out of the lagoon making it a highway passage for a great variety of fish. Outside 
of the channel spur and groove coral formations make way to ravines of white sand that cascade over the 
drop off. This is a hotspot for green turtles, pink whipray and greater barracuda. Large napoleon wrasse and 
milkfish hover in the blue.

SPECIAL FEATURE:  Marine life aggregates around the outgoing tidal plume creating a lot of action.

THEATRE

RAT RAYS
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SITE:  GORGE GONIAN
LOCATION:  20 minutes by boat – east of Alphonse

DEPTH:  8 – 30 m

LEVEL:  All

DESCRIPTION:  A sunlit and hard-coral covered plateau at eight metres curves into a drop-off at 13 m. The plateau teems 
with reef fish and turtles and is perfect for beginners. The wall itself drops straight down to a secondary 
deep water plateau at 30 m. The site is named after the thousands of gorgonian sea fans that extend for 
kilometres in a dense purple forest along the wall. Other impressive soft corals include bushes of black coral 
and whip coral. These animals hosts unusual macro-life including shrimps and gobies as well as the reclusive 
long-nosed hawkfish. Whilst diving deeper on the wall napoleon wrasse, dogtooth tuna and giant barracuda 
can be seen hanging in the blue and whilst ascending to shallow depths the reef is carpeted with trains of 
humpback snapper. On the upper plateau schools of lowfin chub and black snapper are seen in the distance 
whilst bluestreak fusilier dance around divers who may even spot a milkfish or two close to the surface.

SPECIAL FEATURE:  The gorgonian-covered wall is spell-binding with the added charm of the dappled light and vivid colours on 
the plateau. Currents at this site are often weak allowing for gentle drifts and easy diving.

SITE:  GROUPER GANGWAY
LOCATION:  15 minutes by boat – southeast of Alphonse

DEPTH:  16 – 20 m

LEVEL:  All

DESCRIPTION:  The gentle rubble slope that swells along most of this side of the atoll is interrupted by a mini wall at 18 
m. Here the fish life gathers in abundance including many different species of grouper as well as turtles, 
tasselled scorpionfish and marbled stingray or pink whipray. You have the best chance of spotting the 
honeycomb moray eel along with many other moray eels at this site. At certain times of the year this 
reef can be algal dominated which brings a plethora of colourful herbivorous fish such as butterflyfish and 
parrotfish. Sharks also often hunt at this depth relishing the flat bottom composition and concentrated 
marine life. Tawny nurse shark, grey reef and bull shark are seen at Grouper Gangway. The surface waters 
can be full of schooling crocodile needlefish of considerable sizes and schools of rainbow runner have been 
known to pass by in the blue which extends your fish watching dive to your safety stop.

SPECIAL FEATURE:   When the northwest monsoon blows strong this is the best place to find calm, fish-filled and clear water.

SITE:  MANTAM NORTH
LOCATION:  25 minutes by boat – west of St Francois

DEPTH:  7 – 20 m

LEVEL:  All

DESCRIPTION:  The coral assemblage at this site with a flat gently sloping bottom resembles that of patch reef. However 
at 10 – 18 m patches of sand are scarce due to incredibly high coral cover. The copious undulations of hard 
coral at this site lead divers through a myriad of reef fish with occasional protrusions of large bommies that 
are thick with bohar and black snapper as well as bluestreak fusilier. This is a great site for training with the 
depth limit where coral finally meets sand at 18 m being where tawny nurse shark patrol the reef. Currents 
are generally mild and so it is perfect for photographers who like to document even the smallest of fish. 
The laid back vibes at this site allow divers to get close to giant moray eels, giant clam and a variety of sea 
cucumber that inhabit crevices in the reef. In season this is a hotspot for reef manta ray.

SPECIAL FEATURE:  This is the best site for those who like to get up-close to a variety of reef fish for photography or behavioural 
observations due to lack of currents.

GORGE GONIAN GROUPER GANGWAY MANTAM NORTH
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SITE:  ARINA
LOCATION:  20 minutes by boat – south Bijoutier

DEPTH:  7 – 16 m

LEVEL:  All

DESCRIPTION:  A flat sandy arena covered sporadically in enormous coral bommies that explode with fish. The massive 
structures are some of the most singular outcrops of coral in the region and therefore allow divers to 
fully appreciate how these animals grow up and outward into mind boggling creations of life. Schools 
of bluestreak fusilier and bigeye trevally swarm the water column and blankets of humpback and bohar 
snapper engulf the tops of the coral bommies. Coral pinnacles, mini-caves and crevices are home to many 
giant moray eel and common octopus. Bommie hopping is the game of this dive and the surrounding sand 
patches harbour many pink whipray and large camouflage grouper as well as gobies, lizardfish and shrimp. 
On the right tide the water can be incredibly clear and brightly reflects the white sand. 

SPECIAL FEATURE:  A massive free standing helmet shaped coral bommie with hundreds of humpback snapper congregating in 
tight schools!

SITE:  WEST END
LOCATION:  30 minutes by boat – west St Francois

DEPTH:  12 – 40 m

LEVEL:  All

DESCRIPTION:  A sloping reef extends from 12 to 40 metres with most life seen around 16 metres. Bluelined snapper carpet 
the reef in dense schools mixed amongst bluefin trevally and humpback snapper. Countless large green sea 
turtle can be seen particularly on low tides when they have escaped the adjacent flats. The wall extends 
to a second plateau which is deeper than the limits of diving and it is here that sharks reside and follow 
the wall to up to visit divers. Large grey reef and tawny nurse shark can be seen at the site with the latter 
especially so in the shallows. Spur-and-groove coral formations take over the seascape towards the south 
of the site with large aggregations of fish such as bohar snapper and lowfin chub. On a seasonal basis, reef 
manta ray are most seen at this particular site; if not on the dive then feeding with milkfish at the surface. 

SPECIAL FEATURE:  This site is close to the south of St Francois where sharks and rays are commonly seen, however this site 
has the added benefit of beautiful coral and abundant fish life in compliment.

SITE:  TRIGGER HILL
LOCATION:  20 minutes by boat – northeast of St Francois

DEPTH:  8 – 18 m

LEVEL:  All

DESCRIPTION:  A sharply slanting sandy hill with three main coral rivers that run from the seagrass beds at seven metres to 
the sandy slopes at 18 metres and beyond. Many resident schools of fish are regularly seen lingering around 
the coral bommies which act as a cleaning station including: humpback, bluelined and bohar snapper, large 
napoleon wrasse, blue and yellow fusilier and bluefin trevally. Large camouflage and white-blotch grouper 
live deep in the coral crevices whilst smaller individuals sit casually at the base of the coral allowing for 
a close up look. Garden eel populate the sand gulleys peering out and disappearing into their burrows. 
Seychelles anemonefish, different species of nudibranch and eel are almost guaranteed at this site. It is 
common to see golden trevally, green jobfish and tawny nurse shark or pink whipray venturing from the 
sandy slope. 

SPECIAL FEATURE:  The yellowmargin and titan triggerfish nests! Around the full moon or new moon time you are almost 
guaranteed to see some triggerfish action – whether it be observing them on the defence against other fish 
attempting to prey on their eggs or scoping out new parts of the rubble bottoms to build their nests.
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SITE:  THREE SISTERS
LOCATION:  20 minutes by boat – north of St Francois

DEPTH:  15 – 25 m

LEVEL:  Advanced, best with enriched air

DESCRIPTION:  Three large coral patches lie on the flat sandy bottom at 20 metres. Many different species of grouper and 
snapper densely populate these ‘Sisters’ and the dive starts by exploring and appreciating the abundance of 
fish life there. Garden eel and yellowmargin triggerfish are found on the surrounding sand where the make 
their homes and large nests. The water depth shallows towards a raised reef in the east at the end of the 
dive at around 13 metres. Here there is a colourful aquarium-like cleaning station for yellowfin goatfish, 
yellowdot emperor, bluelined snapper and napoleon wrasse.  You may also chose to start your dive on the 
outer wall which is covered in purple sea fans and extends to a sandy shelf at 30 m. Chances of seeing big 
fish in the open blue are possible when gazing off the wall.

SPECIAL FEATURE:  With calm patch reef, an aquarium-like cleaning station and a deep drop-off there is something for every 
kind of diver at this site.

SITE:  CHANNEL
LOCATION:  10 minutes by boat – south of Alphonse

DEPTH:  5 – 20 m

LEVEL:  All

DESCRIPTION:  This dive takes you through the only break in the reefs of the Alphonse Atoll, giving you the opportunity 
to experience three different habitats – coral bommies, fields of sea grass and long stretches of sand. Each 
habitat is unique. The coral bommies allow you to see hundreds of different reef fish including species of 
butterflyfish, angelfish, snapper, grouper and wrasse. The sizeable patches of sea grass give you a chance to 
spot turtles. Lastly, the stretches of sand present an opportunity to spot stingrays, the yellow margin and 
the titan triggerfish nests.

SPECIAL FEATURE:  The Alphonse Island ‘Channel Slam’ – awarded to those who sight the resident marine life in the channel 
including the greater barracuda, massive school of bohar snapper, Indo-Pacific permit, star pufferfish and 
either the yellow margin or titan triggerfish.

SITE:  MAGGICLIFF
LOCATION:  20 minutes by boat – east of Alphonse

DEPTH:  8 – 40 m

LEVEL:  All

DESCRIPTION:  Breathtaking underwater scenery epitomises this dive site which is generally a drift along a spectacularly 
steep and gorgonian-covered wall - the magic cliff. The drop-off begins at 14 m and extends to a second 
drop-off at 40 m. There are many overhangs and crevices covered in soft coral and sea whips to take in as 
well as the allure of the open blue. If there is no current, a lot of macro-life can be seen on mini-shelves 
along the wall.

SPECIAL FEATURE:  This is armchair diving at its best, sit back relax and gaze up at the beautiful wall.
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SITE:  DROP-OFF 109
LOCATION:  10 minutes by boat – west of Bijoutier

DEPTH:  12 – 40 m

LEVEL:  Advanced, best with enriched air

DESCRIPTION:  The reef at Drop-off 109 is built up to 12 m from the surrounding sandy areas and extends out over the 
slope to create a remarkable drop-off. It is not uncommon to see dozens of giant sweetlips scattered 
around the coral patches, schooling bannerfish, Indian lionfish and schooling vampire triggerfish. This site 
also offers the perfect chance to spot pelagic predators off the drop off including dogtooth tuna or even a 
glimpse at a hammerhead or silvertip shark!

SPECIAL FEATURE:  Uncommon amounts of bannerfish schooling throughout the reef and of course the pelagic species on the 
drop off!

SITE:  BLUEWATER STOP
LOCATION:  10 minutes by boat – west of Alphonse

DEPTH:  12 – 30 m

LEVEL:  Advanced

DESCRIPTION:  Bluewater stop is on the western most point of Alphonse where currents can get strong and scour the 
seabed. The majority of the marine life is therefore mostly found between 12 – 20 m either enjoying 
the water pushing over their gills or taking cover behind coral structures. Different varieties of coral are 
scattered throughout the dive site including gorgonian sea fans and whip coral – then of course amongst all 
of the coral is different reef fish as well as schooling bluefin trevally. Don’t let all the big stuff distract you, 
make sure you keep an eye out for the little creatures commonly found around this area including the leaf 
scorpionfish.

SPECIAL FEATURE:  Tiny macro creatures taking refuge along whip corals and gorgonian seafans!

SITE:  FLYAWAY HIGHWAY
LOCATION:  15 minutes by boat – north of Alphonse

DEPTH:  15 – 30 m

LEVEL:  Advanced, best with enriched air

DESCRIPTION:  As the name hints, this site can make you feel like you are flying down a highway due to currents that meet 
and push out at the tip of northern Alphonse. Therefore, depending on what the water movement is doing, 
you could easily find yourself on top of a bare plateau scanning out all the vibrant macro life on offer (keep 
an eye out for a honeycomb moray eel!) or you could be swept out towards the deep blue searching for bull 
sharks and thousands of big eye trevally schooling around! 

SPECIAL FEATURE:  The unpredictability – this is one of the only dive sites around Alphonse where you really never know what 
to expect! 
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SITE:  SHARK CITY
LOCATION:  10 minutes by boat – west of Bijoutier

DEPTH:  19 – 30 m

LEVEL:  Advanced, best with enriched air

DESCRIPTION:  Shark City is a deep reef made of ridges of coral structure surrounded by sand. The shark hotspot is a sandy 
bowl on the cusp of the drop-off that invites sharks up from the deep. Another remarkable feature to the 
dive site are the gorgonian sea fans that protrude vertically from the flat sea bed as opposed to horizontally 
out from a wall. Tawny nurse shark, camoflage grouper and large green sea turtle may rest at their base but 
it is the drop off where most of the action is. Species of shark that have been seen here include silvertip, 
whitetip reef, grey reef, bull and hammerhead. To make the most of these fabulous sightings at depth we 
recommend using nitrox. Sharks are often seen right away during the descent of the dive so make sure you 
are ready.

SPECIAL FEATURE:  A spectacular deep dive for advanced divers only with high chances of seeing various species of sharks in 
one dive. 

SITE:  SAMORA
LOCATION:  10 minutes by boat – west of Alphonse Channel

DEPTH:  8 – 16 m

LEVEL:  All

DESCRIPTION:  Named after a single giant coral bombora ‘bommie’ that is home to many painted spiny lobster and giant 
moray eel, samora has a miniwall from 8 – 16 m. Looking up into the overhangs there are beautifully 
colourful and dense cup corals, sea fans and whip coral. Under the overhangs you can see many green sea 
turtle, white-blotched grouper and giant sweetlips. On the rubbly slope below there are peacock mantis 
shrimp, leaf scorpionfish, common octopus, Seychelles anemonefish and spotted porcelain crab for macro-
enthusiasts. Looking up into the water column you will see napoleon wrasse, greater barracuda and vampire 
triggerfish.

SPECIAL FEATURE:  Great beginner dive with shallow depths and little current and for the same reasons excellent for macro-
enthusiasts and photographers.
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SITE:  BACK ROW
LOCATION:  15 minutes by boat – south of Bijoutier

DEPTH:  8 – 25 m

LEVEL:  All

DESCRIPTION:  Situated behind the raised reef of the Theatre, Back Row adjoins to the flats of Bijoutier and the deep bar 
that connects it to St Francois. Here you get a great mix of open ocean and lagoon marine life. The turtle 
filled shallow seagrass patches rapidly turn into the hard coral platform which subsequently drops from 
just four metres to 20 metres. Humpback snapper parade the wall in great numbers and fish diversity and 
abundance are generally outstanding. With luck you may spot sicklefin lemon and tawny nurse sharks that 
often pop out of the lagoon to investigate the reef. The wall itself is a good place to find spiny painted 
lobster and common octopus and if you are feeling adventurous there are some isolated pinnacles if you 
swim out from the wall where you can go to investigate a separate oasis of life.

SPECIAL FEATURE:  The top of the wall is very shallow and full of light where all the colours of the marine world pop out at you. 
The abundance of fish has made this site a favourite for many guests.

SITE:  GROOVES 
LOCATION:  15 minutes by boat – south of Bijoutier

DEPTH:  8 – 30 m

LEVEL:  All

DESCRIPTION:  Huge spur-and-groove coral structures jut out from the platform giving this site its name. Atop the coral 
spurs fish life swarms including anthias, bluestreak fusilier and vampire triggerfish. In the sandy grooves you 
can expect to see oriental and giant sweetlips sheltering from any current. White-tip reef shark, among 
others, like to cruise the upper plateau so keep a good look out. The wall becomes progressively steeper and 
stretches down to a sandy 30 m bottom where you swim beside gorgonian sea fans and whip corals. Indian 
lionfish can be seen across all parts of the dive site.

SPECIAL FEATURE:  At Grooves, coral cover is plentiful and this is a top spot to see healthy acropora and pocillopora coral 
colonies.

We hope the above information helps to enhance your diving experience at Alphonse Island.  
Should there be any further assistance you require, please do not hesitate to contact us  

on diving@alphonse-island.com

BACK ROW GROOVES
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